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Condolence

Comrade Ramn Cardona Nuevo

WFTU Condolence
WFTU Secretariat on 1 December 2020 expressed its grief and conveyed condolence
on the passing away of Comrade Ramon Cardona Nuevo, the veteran trade union leader of
the CTC, the central trade union of Cuba; former WFTUIS Secretariat member, its permanent
representative to ILO and head of the WFTU Geneva office; and later served as head of
WFTUIS regional office for Latin America & Caribbean. He had contributed significantly in
the resurgence of WFTU in its 15" World Trade Union Congress in Havana in 2005.

CITU Condolence
In a condolence message on 3 December 2020, CITU expressed its deep grief on
the passing away of Comrade Ramon Cardona. Coming from the militant revolutionary rank
of the great Cuban working class, Comrade Ramon had demonstrated his class oriented
commitment and capability by shouldering various organizational assignments in Cuba and
in various International Fora, particularly of WFTU and ILO. Itis a big loss to the International
Working class movement.

Comrade Ramon was one of the most admired international trade union leaders by
CITU and many of CITU leaders had close personal camaraderie with him.

CITU dipped its red flag in the memory of Comrade Ramon; paid respectful homage
to the departed leader and conveyed condolences to his bereaved family members and
comrades.
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Rise of David [ TThe Small

The farmers protest in Delhi border is neither sudden nor a one-time affair. The discontent
and anger of the toiling millions have been brewing against Modi government and its corporate
cronies due to series of pro-corporate and anti-worker, anti-farmer anti-national actions taken by

Modi government.

Not only pro-corporate, domestic and foreign, actions; there is also rise of crony corporates.

ohf kd="
ab > bj _bo=0MO
baf gl of ~i

b¢g2z- -
hK=zef«~23~2~

t-°©8-¥=b¢§2 -

The Strike and Solidarity
- Hemalata

Women Workers in
26 November Strike
-ARSindhu

Peasants Historic Delhi
Chalo Struggle
- P Krishnaprasad

Struggle for Self - Reliant India
Pillar Two: Agriculture & Farmers
-J S Majumdar 20

Consumer Price Index 26

Also in the process BJPI[S governments at the Centre and
States and of Sangh Parivar[s functionaries at all levels
have been displaying utter arrogance, disregard to
Rarliamentary and democratic norms and subjugation of
hurhan values and rights.

" 0@ The small (the economically marginalised and

socially weaker sections Lis the worst victim. Workers,
employees and farmers are becoming targets of attacks
on their rights and livelihood while there is rapid jobloss,
increasing unemployment and lack of job opportunities.
A society of people of arrogance, affluence and lack of
human values are developing living aside vast deprived
sections. RSS-BJP Goliath is in operation plundering and
subjugating the deprived sections.

The legislation of the three Labour Codes and three
Farms Acts triggered a momentum by simultaneous,
coordinated and synchronized series of actions by the
joint platforms of trade unions and of the farmers(]
organisations culminating into 26 November workers
countrywide general strike and 26-27 November farmers
Delhi Chalo programme. Rest is unfolding history.

Itis now the rise of David, the Small - the workers-
peasant masses of the country - to take on the giant RSS-
BJP Goliath for annihilation. Watch! (6.12.2020)
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Led by AIKS, CITU, AIAWU, other mass organisations and constituents of the AIKSCC,

there were massive countrywide Rasta Roko and demonstrations, with wide public support, on 3

December protesting against BJP government(s repression on the agitating farmers in their

March to Delhi opposing the Farm Acts.

This was also the protest observing anniversary of Bhopal Gas Tragedy and against
corporate cronies promoted by the BJP government and loot of the resources.

- Kerala had torchlight procession across the State on 2[December night in hundreds of
villages across the State.

- Tamilnadu continued for the second day with massive protests in over 200 centres facing
police action at several places.

- Maharashtra saw thousands coming out on the streets in solidarity with the Kisan struggle
and roads were blocked.

- Telangana - The protests were spread across the State in all the districts. Telangana
State Rythu Sangham Secretary T. Sagar and many others were arrested.

- Andhra Pradesh - Protests were held in nearly 150 centres and activists and leaders
were arrested in Vijayawada and some other places.

- Assam saw protests and Road Roko in 21 districts.

- Rajasthan - Protests took place in 25 districts with enthusiastic participation by peasants,
workers, agricultural workers, students, youth and women.

- Jharkhand saw protests in many places.

- Odisha - Protests were held in 14 districts in nearly 50 centres and police used force to
disperse protesters at many places.

- Madhya Pradesh - Police manhandled Ashok Tiwari, Central Kisan Committee member
and State Vice President and 250 people were arrested. About 100 vehicles coming from
Madhya Pradesh to Delhi with farmers was stopped at Palwal.

- Chhattisgarh - protests were held in 20 districts across the State.

- Bihar saw united protests across the State.

- Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand also saw protests at many places.

- Gujarat- Protests continued for the second consecutive day.

- West Bengal, Karnataka and few other States have series of protest actions planned.

- Delhi - Solidarity actions at the Delhi borders also took place and many people came
forward with food and medicines for the farmers on the struggle front.

[ Many States have decided to have the protest next day and consistent action till 10has

been decided. On 5[December effigies of Narendra Modi, Amit Shah, Adani and Ambani was

burnt across all villages throughout the country. Dharnas, processions and other protest actions

will be held continuously. (6.12.2020)
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Hemalata

Historicd strugglesof theworkersand peasants have been unfolding during
the last few days since the countrywide general strike called by the joint trade
union movement on 26 November; and the call for Delhi Chalo and countrywide
protest actions by the joint Kisan movement on 26-27 November.

The joint platform of trade unions declared its total solidarity with the
peasants.$truggleincluding physical participationintheir protest actionsat all
levels. Similarly, the joint Kisan movement extended support and solidarity to
thegenerd strike of theworkers.

The 26 November strike, the second general strike within the span of less
than ayear, saw huge and spontaneousresponse fromall sectionsof theworking
class. The anger against the amendment to labour laws, further curtailing their
rightsand benefits, waswitnessed among theindustria workers, bothinthepublic
and private sectors. Thousands of workers, in different sectors acrossthe country,
who wered oof from strike action earlier, joined the strike; many more supported
itactively.

Workers-Peasants Solidarity

What is highly significant is that this solidarity was not confined to mere statements. It was
visible in actions at the ground level. The calls for solidarity and support by the two joint platforms
found consonance among the broad masses of workers and peasants and moved them into
action. Thousands of peasants and agricultural workers participated in the protest actions across
the country on the day of strike. Thousands of workers are on the roads today in solidarity with the
peasants[protests. Massive protest actions were held all over the country on 28 November, at
the call of CITU, against the BJP government[s attacks to prevent peasants from reaching the
national capital.

The peasants are heroically resisting the war like attacks unleashed by the BJP
government. The workers[strike on 26 November, despite the threats of victimisation and vindictive
actions including arrests was no less heroic. Thousands of workers across the country have
been arrested on the day of the strike. Police in some states like Andhra Pradesh, Haryana etc
have resorted to preventive arrests. The government and several managements of public sector
enterprises have issued circulars warning employees about disciplinary action for going on strike,
organising mobilisations etc.
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The Srike and Solidarity

The Strike

Strike in Public Sector

As per the reports available so far, the strike in the public sector saw increased participation
of permanent employees, while contract workers totally participated in many public sector units.

Strike was effective in most of the Bengaluru based public sector units; it was partial in the
Hyderabad based PSUs. It evoked good response in the public sector units in Visakhapatnam.
There was total strike in CEL in Ghaziabad, with the total participation of contract workers.

The strike was effective in the petroleum sector. It was near total in Digboi refinery and
successful in Guwahati refinery. All contract workers participated in the strike in Bongaigaon
refinery. All LPG bottling plants and product terminals of the entire North East region were totally
shut down due to the strike. It was total in ONGC project in Cachar and partial in Tripura. Strike
was partial in BPCL and HPCL.

80% of the total 25 lakh electricity employees and engineers across the country have
reported to have participated in the strike. Protest actions were held in more than 12,500 places
in cities, towns, villages, power plants and substations in 615 districts out of the 680 districts in
the country.

Strike was successful in coal industry affecting production and dispatch. Workers in the
captive coal and iron ore mines under SAIL were on near total strike. Strike was massive in
Salem and Vizag steel plants; it was partial in others; though contract workers participated in a
big way.

Strike was near total in Calcutta, Cochin, Tuticorin, Paradip and Bhavnagar ports and
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT). Except in Mumbai, North Mangalore and Goa ports workers
in all the other major ports joined the strike.

Strike was near total in the insurance sector including life and general insurance all over
the country and in the banking industry except in SBI and most of the private banks. In most of the
states, strike received massive response from the central and state government employees.
Others government employees organised demonstrations in support of the strike.

BSNL employees across the country joined the strike and also participated in the demonstrations
in large numbers.

Other Governmental Sector

The scheme workers - Anganwadi employees, ASHAs, Midday Meal workers, para
teachers, teaching and non-teaching staff of National Child Labour Projects, the different
categories of scheme workers in the National Health Mission etc joined the strike en masse.
Thousands of them patrticipated in the protest demonstrations on the day of the strike.

Railway employees in several places in the country held protest demonstrations in solidarity
with the striking working class in the country and against Railway privatisation. In some zones
and divisions, the joint platforms of railway employeesl[brganisations formed against railway
privatisation, led the protests. In some places the railway employees joined torch light processions
in support of the strike on 25 November evening, along with other trade unions. Railway contract
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The Strike and Solidarity
workers[unions participated in the rallies and dharnas held on the day of the strike in several
places. Rail Neer plant employees joined in solidarity actions.

Other Sectoral Strikes

Over 3.5 crore transport workers have reported to have participated in the strike across
the country despite the severe repression by the government and the police in many states forcing
them to ply their vehicles. Autorickshaws, taxis, private buses were off the road. In several states,
truck operators also stopped plying their vehicles in solidarity. The strike in the state road transport
sector was total in Kerala, West Bengal, Tripura, Bihar, Odisha, Assam etc.

The participation of workers in the private industrial clusters has been increasing since
the general strike of 2015. This trend continued further in this strike. Workers in most of the major
industrial clusters across the country [in West Bengal, Kerala, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana,
Delhi, Odisha, Jharkhand, Assam, Punjab etc joined the strike, as per the partial information
available. In Tamil Nadu, while the industrial clusters in and around Kancheepuram were closed
due to the heavy rains, workers in other industrial clusters joined the strike.

As per report from the Construction Workers Federation of India, around 30 lakh
construction workers participated in the strike on 26 November. Over 700 union activists were
arrested in Odisha, West Bengal and in other states.

ITES employees in Kerala and Telangana joined the strike. The IT companies in the SEZ
in Kerala were closed, along with the other companies. Active participation of IT employees in
the campaign was a significant feature in this strike. IT employees in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal etc took initiative in designing and widely circulating the posters, slogans, and
popularising the message of the strike through social media, in wall writing etc. IT employees
also participated in motorbike rallies on the eve of the strike.

Indian seafarers on sea in Indian and foreign vessels owned by Shipping Corporation of
India, Dredging Corporation of India, Director Shipping Services (DSS [JAndaman), Essar
Shipping etc sent solidarity messages from around the world. Seamen working in several foreign
vessels also sent solidarity messages.

Strike in States

The strike took the shape of bandh in the states like West Bengal, Kerala, Tripura, Assam,
Odisha, in some districts in Jharkhand etc.

A&N Islands: In Andaman and Nicobar Islands, postal and BSNL employees were on
strike; mass dharna and public meeting held in support of the strike in Port Blair.

Andhra Pradesh: Strike was complete success in Andhra Pradesh despite cyclonic
storm and heavy rains. Over 20 lakh workers participated in the strike as per initial reports.
Preventive arrests were made in Krishna and West Godavari districts. Around 1 lakh workers
participated in the rallies, bike rallies, processions and public meetings in pouring rain. Strike
was total in postal, insurance and banks. SWFI affiliated to CITU served strike notice in the state
road transport corporation and all SWF members participated in strike. Head-load workers,
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The Strike and Solidarity

construction workers, autorickshaw workers, aqua-workers, cashew workers etc participated in
the strike across the state. Anganwadi employees and ASHASs fully participated in the strike.
60%-70% municipal workers and health workers participated in strike in major corporations and
municipalities.

Assam: Strike was total in Assam. Cities, town and suburban areas except Guwahati
(due to the cremation of former chief minister Tarun Gogoi) came to a standstill due to the strike
by transport workers. Construction workers played an important role in making the strike success
participating in the road blocks. Strike was successful in 40 tea gardens. Scheme workers actively
participated in the strike. Sales promotion employees, shop employees, municipal workers etc
were on strike. 500 workers were arrested.

Bihar: The strike was highly successful in the Bihar. Entire banking and insurance sectors
were paralysed. Government employees participated in the strike. Construction, transport, beedi,
fishers, rickshaw and auto drivers, railway contract workers, Rail Neer plant workers, anganwadi
employees, midday meal workers, ASHAS, Speed Craft, safai karmacharis and parivahan mitras
participated in the strike and in the rallies and demonstrations. Joint rallies and demonstrations
were held in 35 out of the 38 districts with huge participation of CITU members.

Chhattisgarh: In Chattisgarh, there was complete strike in Dalli Rajhara and Hirri iron
ore mines, in Kasmunda area and in Balco. Postal, insurance, income tax, RMS employees and
medical representatives almost totally participated in the strike. In coalmines under SECL strike
was more than 60% affecting production and dispatch. Around 50% Anganwadi employees joined
the strike. Rallies were held in several places; peasants also participated in some of these.

Delhi-NCR: Industrial and service sector workers in the Delhi NCR participated in the
strike and the processions. Strike was successful in Ghaziabad and Gautama Buddha Nagar of
Uttar Pradesh despite the promulgation of ESMA by the BJP government in Uttar Pradesh in an
attempt to thwart the strike. Thousands of workers participated in processions in the workers[]
colonies and residential areas in addition to those held in the industrial clusters. The police
resorted to preventive arrests of CITU cadres. Airport employees[linion organised demonstration
in front the import wing. Medical representatives were on total strike and held processions. Bank,
insurance and BSNL employees in Ghaziabad joined the strike and held demonstrations. Electricity
employees struck work.

Gujarat: In Gujarat, Anganwadi workers and helpers, ASHAs joined the strike in several
districts. There was total strike in Bhavnagar port.

Jammu & Kashmir: In the Jammu region, construction workers, Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) workers, ASHAS, hydro power project workers participated in the strike in
Jammu and various towns in Kishtwar, Banihal, Udhampur and Kathua districts. Around 3500
workers participated in the strike and demonstrations. Despite the highly adverse political and
weather conditions in Srinagar, the workers in several sectors joined this strike and also the
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The Srike and Solidarity
demonstrations. A joint demonstration was held in Srinagar, in which ASHA, Anganwadi
employees, midday meal workers, agricultural workers, daily wage workers in the electricity
department, horticultural workers, construction workers etc participated. Around 3000 Anganwadi
employees participated in the demonstrations across the state.

Jharkhand: Strike was successful in Jharkhand in the coal mines, iron ore mines of SAIL
and was partial in the copper and bauxite mines. In HEC, only CITU and AITUC leaders and
cadres joined the strike. Strike was total among the contract workers of IOC depot in Namkum in
Ranchi district. The MGR rail lines that carry coal from Rajmahal to Farakka NTPC power plant
were totally shut down. More than 100 coal workers of ECIL mines in Rajmahal project were
arrested. Lafarge cement factory in Singbhum and ACC cement factory in Sindri remained
closed. There was total strike in road transport in Dhanbad, Dumka and Sahebganj districts.
Construction workers, beedi workers and stone quarry workers joined the strike and held
processions. Anganwadi employees and midday meal workers in 7 districts totally joined the
strike. Strike was total among the medical representatives. 70% contract and 10% permanent
workers of DVC Maithon joined the strike. AIKS participated in road blockade in several places
in support of the strike.

Kerala: November 26[national strike was a total success in Kerala. Around 1.6 crores
workers participated in the strike including agricultural. Most of the shops and commercial
establishments remained closed. Only very few private vehicles were seen on the roads. All
public transport including KSRTC was off the road. Banks, insurance, postal services were almost
paralysed; strike was total in the state public sector like Water Authority, KSRTC, KSEB; it was a
grand success in central public sector like FACT, BSNL, and HLL; state and central government
offices and cooperative institutions remained closed. Strike was a grand success in the
unorganised sector, traditional industries, plantation, construction etc.

Madhya Pradesh: In Madhya Pradesh, passenger road transport in 20 districts was
affected to the extent of 40% - 60%, due to the strike by the road transport workers. Production
was stopped for 3 hours in Ultratech cement factory; in others there were demonstrations. There
was good response to the strike among anganwadi employees and ASHAs. No demonstrations
could be held in the state due to the imposition of Sec 144.

Maharashtra: Strike was total or near total in the financial sector, including insurance
and banking, among the state government and central government employees, in Maharashtra.
Industrial workers in the industrial clusters of Nasik, Pune, Aurangabad, etc took part in the strike
in a big way. Medical representatives, anganwadi employees, ASHAs, midday meal workers etc
participated fully in the strike. Workers in the unorganised sector, like construction, brick kiln,
head load, domestic workers, and agricultural workers etc, who were out of the purview of the
mainstream trade union movement and did not participate in any strike earlier, participated in
the strike this time. Joint demonstrations, human chains, rallies, processions, dharnas etc were
held in most of the districts in the state with the participation of thousands of workers. Huge
demonstrations were held in several places including Solapur.
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The Strike and Solidarity

Manipur: Strike had seriously impacted daily life in Manipur. Around 5 lakh central and
state and central government employees, bank, insurance employees, scheme workers, transport
workers, street vendors, construction workers etc participated in the strike. Shops and women
markets remained closed.

Odisha: The strike totally paralysed the mining sector in Odisha. Paradip Port withessed
a massive strike. The iron ore mines and manganese mines in Koida area, in Barbil region were
seriously affected. Contract workers affiliated to CITU in NTPC, Nalco in Angul, Nalco M&R
Complext in Damanajodi participated in the strike. Strike was total in the State owned Nilanchal
Ispat Nigam Ltd. in Kalinganagar in Jajpur district. Electricity workers held protests in different
districts. In JK Paper Mills, Rayagarha, 2500 workers joined the strike. Strike was total among
the medical representatives, who also played an important role in the strike in all districts. Transport
workers in the unorganised segment were on strike throughout the state giving visibility to the
strike. Construction workers joined the strike all over the state and participated in demonstrations,
picketing, road blockades etc. Around 250 construction workers were arrested in Cuttack. Shops
and commercial and business establishments were totally closed. Strike was partial among the
scheme workers. Municipal workers in Bhubaneswar joined the strike and demonstrations.
Domestic workers picketed the Doordarshan Kendra in Bhubaneswar. Rural workers in almost
all districts joined the strike. Activists of kisan and other fraternal mass organisations joined the
demonstrations.

Tamilnadu: In Tamil Nadu, 13 districts were shut down due to the cyclone and heavy
rains. The strike was successful in all the other districts where a total of around 30000 workers
participated in the picketing and were arrested. Strike was 70% in Ashok Leyland, MRF, Madras
Refineries, TVS Lucas, Tl Cycles and in the Ambattoor industrial area in Chennai. Strike was
massive in BHEL plant in Trichy and Steel Plant is Salem.

Telangana: Strike in Telangana was total in the beedi industry; unorganised sector workers
including construction workers, loading and unloading workers, private road transport workers
etc joined the strike. 60% anganwadi employees and 70% ASHAs joined the strike. Rallies and
public meetings were held in 519 mandal centres in which over 1 lakh workers participated. E
Seva employees in the state joined the strike. Significantly, 1450 workers of two unions affiliated
to BMS also participated in the strike.

Tripura: The strike in Tripura was total throughout the state and is reported to be
unprecedented. Though there was no picketing, people of the state made the strike a grand
success. All the offices including banks and insurance offices were closed. Public transport was
off the roads, markets and shops were shut. Irked by the response from the people, BJP goons
attacked CITU workers, vandalised our offices and also some shops and vehicles.

Uttarakhand: Demonstrations and dharnas were held in several places in 7 districts of
Uttarakhand in which around 900 workers participated.
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The Strike and Solidarity

West Bengal: Strike was total and comprehensive in West Bengal. It took the shape of
spontaneous bandh. Suburban railway services in all divisions of Sealdah and Howrah have
been stalled due to rail roko since early in the morning in hundreds of places. Common people
supported the strike. The markets in all districts were closed. Strike in private road transport was
total in the districts and 70% in Kolkata; private buses were off the road. 80% Uber and Ola taxi
drivers participated in the strike. The state government deployed 93% buses but due to lack of
passengers, they were withdrawn soon. National and state highways were blocked by the activists
of CITU and other trade unions along with AIKS and AIAWU workers; in several places, police
resorted to lathi charge in which around 1000 people were injured; around 400 CITU workers
across the state were arrested. Strike was total in jute mills, in the beedi industry in the small and
medium steel and iron factories, in private passenger transport in all the districts and among
medical and sales representatives; it was total in the banking sector with ATMs; the financial
sector was seriously affected. 80% cement workers, and 70% automobile dealersCémployees
joined the strike. 90% strike was observed in the Indian Institute of Management Joka. Shopping
malls were totally closed. Strike was total among anganwadi employees and midday meal workers;
it was significant among ASHAS; medical representatives.

Hundreds of processions were taken out all over the state with huge participation of
workers. DYFI, SFl and AIDWA cadres also actively campaigned for the strike and participated
in the demonstrations and processions on the day of strike.

In many places TMC goon have attacked the striking comrades in the picketing points.

International Solidarity

The strike was recognised by the international trade union movement as an important
part of the global workers[struggles against neoliberalism and its attacks on the basic rights of
the working class across the world. World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU) and many of its
affiliated unions from various countries extended their support and solidarity to the strike. Some
WFTU affiliated trade unions organised protest demonstrations in front of the Indian Consulates
in their countries. International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) also extended its support to
the strike.

In Solidarity with the Peasants

The 26 November 2020 strike is over but the working class of India is fully engaged in
active solidarity actions in support of the peasantry, from the very next day, 27 November.
Demonstrations protesting attacks on peasants, in solidarity with their demands are being
organised every day, in almost every state, at the district/ block levels.

The joint platform of trade unions called upon the workers to fully support the call of the All
India Kisan Sangharsh Coordination Committee for local level demonstrations from 1%t December.
Building strong ties of solidarity at the lowest level between the workers and peasants by supporting
each others[s$truggles is the only way to intensify the struggle against the anti-worker, anti-famer
and anti-national neoliberal policies and the divisive and polarising machinations of the BJP

government led by Modi. (03.12.2020)
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The All India Workers General Strike on 26 November 2020 has seen massive participation
of women workers. The visibility of the women in the general strikes has been continuously
increasing in the recent period.

Massive campaigns and historic women(s Jail Bharo on 6 March 2020, called by CITU,
had helped to further consolidate women workersCmovement. Although, as was noted in the
meeting of the All India Coordination Committee of Working Women (AICCWW) of CITU prior to
the strike, the momentum created by the 6 March Jail Bharo movement could not be maintained
due to the Covid pandemic and lockdown; the participation of women workers in the relief
operations and independent and joint struggles has been commendable.

There were numerous struggles during the pandemic. At the initiative of AICCWW a call
was given highlighting the demands of frontline workers, especially of the scheme workers phol
nahi suraksha do[{Not the flowers but we want safety) on 14 May 2020. A joint All India Joint
Strike Of Scheme Workers was held on 7-8 August 2020. Apart from scheme workers, the
participation in the strike of the women workers in different sectors, where their number is
substantial like in construction, beedi, plantation etc; was more visible.

In the general strike on 26 November 2020, the participation of scheme workers was
commendable. According to the reports, the participation of Anganwadi and ASHA workers in
the strike was more than that in the 8 January 2020 strike. In construction, the effect of dismantling
of the registration process and the welfare boards has created much more anger and thus the
participation was much more than the previous strikes. Similar was the case with beedi workers.
In Sholapur, a massive rally was held in which the number of women workers outnumbered that of
men. In plantation sector also, the women workers were in the forefront of the strike and
demonstrations. In health sector, even the private sector workers joined the strike in many states.
Women workers in textiles and garments also participated in the strike in large numbers.

During the pandemic, the most affected section was the domestic workers. Most of them
lost their jobs and income. This strike has seen an increased participation of domestic workers
as well.

The AICCWW/(CITU) has decided to take up campaign on the specific issues of women
workers such as income and jobloss, free ration, increasing violence, maternity benefit and criche,
night work etc.(04.12.2020)
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