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Workers National Convention
Organised by all 10 central trade unions (CTUs), except BMS;

and independent national federations; above 1.25 Lakh leaders
and activists of the trade union movement in India attended the
Workers National Convention online on 2 October 2020. The National
Convention unanimously decided Countrywide Workers General
Strike on 26 November 2020 against Modi-led BJP Government’s
anti-workers, anti-peasants, anti-people and anti-national policies.

The National Convention was addressed by G. Sanjeeva Reddy, President of INTUC;
Amarjeet Kaur, General Secretary of AITUC; Harbhajan Singh Sidhu, General Secretary of
HMS; Tapan Sen, General Secretary of CITU; Shankar Dasgupta, General Secretary of
AIUTUC; G. Devarajan, General Secretary of TUCC; Soinia George of SEWA; Santosh Roy
of AICCTU; M Shanmugham, M.P., General Secretary of LPF; and Shatrujeet of UTUC.

The National Convention unanimously adopted the Declaration which strongly
condemned the onslaught on the basic democratic and Constitutional rights of the workers,
farmers and common people by Modi-led BJP government at the Centre and their State
Governments. The Convention condemned the divisive machinations played out by the BJP
governments to tear up the secular fabric of our society by implicating all those who express
dissent.

The convention expressed support and solidarity with the struggles of different sections
of the society and all sections of workers; noted militant resistance struggles of the workers
against privatisation, corporatisation, FDI etc in various sectors including the Railways, Coal,
BPCL, BSNL, Finance Sector etc.

The Convention adopted resolutions in support with the UP Electricity employees strike
struggles, proposed strike struggles of Coal workers and of Defence sector employees.

The Convention extended full solidarity with the farmers struggle demanding withdrawal
of anti-farmer agri-laws, passed without even allowing voting on them; and declared to continue
to support and express solidarity in all forms to the farmers’ struggle at national level and in
any part of the country.

The convention expressed serious concern over the increasing violence against women
and condemned the Hathras rape and demanded justice to the victim.

The Convention adopted countrywide action programme prior to strike including -
joint conventions at state, district, industry/sectoral level in October 2020; - grassroot level
campaign upto mid November.

One Day Strike is in preparation for more intense, more tenacious and longer struggles
ahead. The Convention called upon all the working people, whether unionised or not, affiliated
or independent, whether from organised sector or unorganised sector, to intensify the united
struggle and make the call for countrywide general strike on 26 November, 2020 a total
success.
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Capitalist ‘Neo-Normal’

The report of the CITU Working Committee
meeting, being held online on 19-20 October 2020, may
become a historic document from the perspective of trade
union movement; for the reason that it charaterised the
present situation as ‘abnormal’ since the onset of Covid-
19 pandemic, which the capital, their corporates and rulers
are propagating as ‘neo-normal’.

Generally, it is the understanding of the people that
this abnormal situation due to Covid is temporary and that
normalcy, as it was, will be restored once pandemic
situation is over.

But, this abnormal situation is created due to Covid
plus, under its cover, by the fast measures being taken by
the rulers for exploitation and expropriation of the people,
their assets and natural resources for continued profiteering
of capital when capitalist economy failed leading to all
round and deepening economic crises.

These are combined with authoritarianism;
suppression of the voice of dissent; restriction on
demonstrative physical collective opposition; suppression
of democratic and human rights with fascistic trend. This
is the ‘neo-normal’ which has been set-in permanently to
enforce their neoliberal economy.

CITU report indicated this development and set programme to face it through much
wider people’s alliance, the producing working forces in the core, at micro level, both in rural
and urban areas, in the most organisation coordinated manner discarding all ritualism and
command system.
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