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Comrade Sukomal Sen

The CITU has expressed its profound grief at the passing
away of Comrade Sukomal Sen at a hospital in Kolkata on 22
November, at the age of 83, after a long ailment. He has left
behind his wife and two sons. He was a stalwart of the trade
union movement in the country.
Comrade Sen was the founder-leader of All India State
Government Employees Federation (AISGEF), its General
Secretary during 1982 — 2008, Senior Vice Chairman till his
demise and was the founder editor of its organ - Employees
Forum - for over three decades.
He was a member of the CITU Working Committee, Vice
President of the CITU and later a permanent invitee in the
Secretariat till his demise.
Comrade Sen made a significant contribution in the international T.U. movement and was
the General Secretary of Trade Union International Public & Allied Services (TUI-P&AS) of
WFTU during 1996 — 2009.
He was a scholarly writer and the author of several books including The Working Class in
India - History of Emergence of Movement (1830-2000), which has been translated into
several languages, The History of All India State Government Employees Federation,
International Working Class Movement - Dynamics of Class Struggle vs. Class Collaboration,
outlining the history of the WFTU since its foundation in 1945 to 2011. He was a regular
contributor to various journals in India and abroad. Comrade Sukomal Sen led an active
Communist life, remaining steadfast in his ideological commitment.
He was a Central Committee member of CPI(M) for decades and its ex-officio member till his
demise. He played a leading role in championing the cause of the working people in
Parliament during 1982 — 1994 as a Member of the Rajya Sabha. The body of the departed
leader was brought to the CITU West Bengal state centre where several trade union leaders
paid respectful homage to him. On behalf of the CITU national centre its secretaries A R
Sindhu and Usha Rani placed the CITU flag and a wreath. His body was donated to Calcutta
Medical College for medical research as per his wish.
In Comrade Sukomal Sen’s demise, the country lost a stalwart of the working class movement,
a scholar, visionary and a great teacher. It is an irreparable loss in the present situation of
physical and ideological offensives against the working class.
The CITU dipped its flag at its centre at BTR Bhawan and conveyed heartfelt condolences to
all his comrades and bereaved family members.
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